the Under Secretary of State Jor Air presents his complisments 1o
: . &
........ 1 HoJ.. Hatfields

........ (full name).

These have been received from the Army Graves Service, who are responsible for  the

f@l)!})Oi'(ll’)’ 111(11’]61'/7(37 ofwargrave.\‘.

Tempomr)f crosses will be replaced in die course by

perimanent headstones to
be erected by the Imperial War Graves Commission.

Details of the 7/150’1'}9&071
o the temporary cross will be carefully checked at  that stage and any  errors
rectified before the permanent headstone is erected.

e
Air Ministry, London, S.WW.1 Dar’e,.,...,,./,Q,February 1949,
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tel. No.:

GERRARD 923, Extucna

Correspondence on the subject of
this letter should be addressed to
THE UNDER SECRETARY

AIR MINISTRY [P.4 (Cas.) ],
and should quote the reference

Pai&‘i#Zl?/f-ilh/?el%'A':?o

Your Ref

AIR MINISTRY
73-77 GXFORD STREET

OF STATE LONDON, W.1

/ Hovember, 1945.

Sir,

I am directed to refer to your letter of recent date
addressed to the Accounts Branch which has been referred to this
Department, and to inform you with regret that your brother,
Sergeant Arthur Hatfield, Royal Air Force, was reported missing
as the result of air oPera‘!;n.ons on the night of the 25tb/26tb
February, 194, when the Lancaster aircraft in which he was:-
flying as mid-upper gunner set out to bomb Aygsburg and faa.led
to return to its base. = HE o

Subsequent information received from France, through the
United States Army authorities, stated that a four engined
aireraft crashed and expleded that night at a place called
Leuse, and that the remains of five of the crew were found. i
Among the personel effects were a Wwatch and a lighter engraved
with the name and service number of the Flight Engineer belonging |
to your brother's crew, and it was by this means that the |
identity of the aircraft was established.

Unhappily the circumstances of aircraft crashes are fre- .
gquently such that it is impossible to identify individual members ‘
of the crew, or even to ascertain, with certainty, the number of
occupants of the aircraft.

/1t

H.J.Hatfield,Esq,, ;
2,0ban Road, i
Cnilwell,
Notts,

It can only be assumed that such tragic circumstances :
obtained when your brother's a:.rcre?t was brought dem. ST

I am to explain that the ment:.f:.catiea anﬁ reg&s
of the graves of those believed to have lest their zELi
territory is carried out by the Graves Regxstra.t:.@u%
Service of the War Office, Unhappily the magni 'budev ef '
is such that a cousiderable time miist elapse b
covered and all investigations compietea but
that if there is any news you will be notified.

am ?’e assure yeu

In conclusion I am te express the prem/ sympathy- of
the Department with you in the great loss you have sustained. |

3 am, Sir,
?wnt Servant,

for Director of Persenal Services, i



Telephone :  Worcester 3411,

AIR MINISTRY,

Any communications on the WHITTINGTON ROAD,

subject of this letter should

be addressed to :— WORCESTER.
THE ~ UNDER SECRETARY

OF STATE, o Gre
and the following number September, 1342

quoted :—
FF320949/44/Accis. 13
Sir,

I am directed to inform you that the out turn of the
Service Estate of your brother the late Sergeant 4 Hatfield
is as detailed hereunder:=

. £ s &

Balance of Pay and AllOWances .o ee oo oo 6 4 6
Jervice Post War Credit at 6d per day .o .« 16 10 O
Refund of Income Tax on Servicg Emoluments _1C0 L4 O
o ' L2 18 6

‘Less Mess Bill R, A.F., Station North Killingholme b 5
£h2 L 1

Under the English Law of Intestacy the sum of £42, lh 1 is
divisible equally between the late airman's four brothers and
one sistern

Aeccordingly, a Postal Draft for £8, 1010 in your favour
/ representing your share is enclosed herewith. Payment of similar
smounts have been made to your brothers and sister,

I am to inform you that a sum in respect of War Gratuity
will be paid at a later date in accordance with the publiec
annouvncement that has been made on the subjects

I am, Sir,
Mr. E J. Hatfield, Your obedient Servant,
2, Okan Road,
Chilwell,

P S e mmm e e T
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AIR MINISTRY,

73=77, Oxford Street,
London, W.1,

‘7 #March, 19.7.

Dear Mr. Hatfiel 3

I have now received a eport from the Royal Air Force
Missing Research and Bnquir Service regarding the recent
sxcavation at the scene ofrhe crash at Leuze. Owing-to the
assertion by Mrs. Stollarffet two bodies had been left in the
wreckage a crane to 1ift thtengine and a large party of civilian
labourers had to be obtainalto complete this task, which has
taken some time.

I am glad to say thatie bodies were found. But some
sragments of bone and cloting, wewe discovered on the right
and left sides of the cratethave been reverently reinterred
in the grave at Liesse. Tyllaire, M. Scowrbanier, was present
throughout the excavation.

|
I have written to theRElatives of the other members of
the crew,

I do sincerely hope /Zl% this information will set your
mind at rest in this sad
sure that all that remains
rest together.

er, and that you will now be quite
fthis gallant crew will always

J




Telephone :  Worcester 341

Any communications on the
subject of this letter should
be addressed to :—
THE
UNDER SECRETARY
OF STATE,

and the following number

M 95094,9/10 /hccts, 13,

Your Ref.

AIR MINISTRY,
WHITTINGTON ROAD,

WORCESTER.

5. June, 1945

Sir, | |
THE LATE SERGEANT A HATFIEID

I am directed to inform you that this
Department is concermed with the
administration of the Service Estate of the
above=named airman,

In order that legal title may be
established I am to request that you will be
good enough to complete the enclosed Air
Ministry Form 531 and return it %o this
Department in the accampanying prepaid

/ envelope,

I am, 3ir,

cbedient Servant,

+

fo
Mr. H Hatfield,
1, Oban Villas,
Chilwell,
Notts, Encl,

%ector of Accounts,



