
Ref. i^4142l7/SlZ(CAS(a)3. 

The Under Secretary of State for Air presents his compliments to 

M r H , J * - H a t f i e l d * -and begs to forward"herewith photograph^ 

of cross marking the grave of No 1580729..., . . . . Sergeant. _ _ , r m k ) 

••• • • • • • Ar.thUT .S4tf ieXd. (full name). 

These have been received from the Army Graves Service, who are responsible for the 

temporary marking of war graves. 

Temporary crosses will be replaced in due course by permanent headstones to 

be erected by the Imperial War Graves Commission. Details of the "inscription 

on the temporary cross will be carefully checked at that stage and any errors 

rectified before the permanent headstone is erected. 

Air Ministry, London, S.W.i Date. ID February 1949, 

659068SJT.CTATTERSALL 

11525241 SJT.W. JOHNSTONE 

1556551 SJT.W. R.WILLIAMS 

"1398722 SjT.P.L.COLMAfr 
1567996 SJT. H . STOLLAR 

^ 1560729 S JT . A.HATFIELD 
M 9 9 6 0 5 9 S J T . J . L . P O W E L L | 



Tel. No. : 
GERRARD Ext 

Correspondence on the subject of 
this letter should be addressed to 

T H E U N D E R S E C R E T A R Y 
O F S T A T E 

A I R M I N I S T R Y [PA (Cas.) ] , 

and should quote the reference 

P.».4.1.421.7./44/E*.4..A.J...... 

Y o u r Ref 

S i r , 

I am directed to refer t o your l e t t e r of recent date 
addressed to the Accounts Branch which has been referred t o t h i s 
Department, and to inform you with regret that your brother, 
Sergeant Arthur Hatfield, Royal A i r Force, was reported missing 
as the result of a i r operations on the night of the 25th/26th 
February, 1944, when the Lancaster a i r c r a f t i n which he was 
f l y i n g as mid-upper gunner set out to bomb Augsburg and f a i l e d 
t o return to i t s base. ' 

Subsequent information received from France, through the 
United States Army auth o r i t i e s , stated that a four engined 
a i r c r a f t crashed and exploded that night at a place called 
Leuse, and that the remains of f i v e of the crew were found. 
Among the persoael effects were a watch and a l i g h t e r engraved 
wi t h the name and service number of the Flight Engineer belonging 
to your brother's crew, and i t was by this means that the 
i d e n t i t y of the a i r c r a f t was established. 

Unhappily the circumstances of a i r c r a f t crashes are f r e ­
quently such that i t i s impossible to i d e n t i f y i ndividual members 
of the crew, or even to ascertain, withTcertainty, the number of 
occupants of the a i r c r a f t . 

/ I t 

H.J.Hatfield,Esq. , 
2,Oban Hoad, 

Ghilwell, 
Notts. 

AIR MINISTRY 
73-77 OXFORD STREET 

LONDON, W.l 

/ November, 1945* 

I t can only be assumed thafesuch tragic circumstances 
obtained when your brother's aircraTt was brought down, 

I am to explain that the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and registration; 
of the graves of those believed to have l o s t t h e i r tLivesiKin enemy 
t e r r i t o r y i s carried out by the Graves Registratica and Enquiry .' 
Service of the War Office, Unhappily the magnitude, ©f: t h i s , task ; 

i s such that a considerable time must elapse before a l l areas art 
covered and a l l investigations completed, but I am to assure you 
that i f there i s any news you w i l l be n o t i f i e d . 

I n conclusion I am to express the prejj&ae^sympathy of 
the Department with you i n the great loss you have sustained, j 

I am, Sir, 
Your^obedient Servant, 

for .iJirector of Personal Services* 



! 

AIR MINISTRY, 
Telephone: W o r c e s t e r 3 4 1 1 , 

Ex tn 

A n y c o m m u n i c a t i o n s on t h e W H I T T I N G T O N R O A D , 
sub jec t of th i s Setter shou ld iSWlllIly 
be addressed t o : - w l l T W O R C E S T E R . 
T H E U N D E R SECRETARY 

O F STATE, 
and the f o l l o w i n g n u m b e r ~ > September, 1945. 
q u o t e d : — 

PF320949/44/Aoctss 13. 

Si r , 
I am directed to inform you that the out turn of the 

Service Estate of your "brother the late Sergeant A> Ha t f i e l d 
i s as detailed hereunder:-

Balance of Fay and Allowances .. 

Less Mess B i l l R> A. F. Station North KillinghoLne 

£ s d 
16 4 6 
16 10 0 
10 4 0 

42 18 6 
4 5 

£42 14 l 

Under the English Law of Intestacy the sum of £42. 14> 1 i s 
d i v i s i b l e equally between the late airman's four brothers and 
one sister. 

Accordingly, a Postal Draft f o r £8. 10J.0 i n your favour 
/ representing your share i s enclosed herewith. Payment of similar 

amounts have been made to your brothers and sister. 

I am to inform you that a sum i n respect of War Gratuity 
w i l l be paid at a l a t e r date i n accordance with the public 
announcement that has been made on the subject, 

I am, Sir, 
Mr. B. J. Ha t f i e l d , Your obedient Servant, 

2, Oban Road, \ 
Ohi lwe l l , } S'I . % . X 



P.414217/3.7.GasaC.7* 

AIR MINISTRY, 
•-AOASTRAb MOU-S&r 

-K4NGSWAY, W.C.2: 

73-11» Oxford Street, 
London, W.1. 

"J^Maroh, 1947. 

Dear Mr. H a t f i e l d , 

I have now received a aport from the Royal Air Force 
Missing Research and Enquir Service regarding the recent 
excavation at the scene offche crash at Leuae. Owing-to the 
assertion by Mrs. S t o l l a r f f a t two bodies had been l e f t i n the 
wreckage a crane to l i f t tbsengine and a large party of c i v i l i a n 
labourers had to be obtained to complete this task, which has 
taken some time. 

and l e f t sides of the crate 
i n the grave at Liesse. T 
throughout the excavation. 

I have w r i t t e n 
the crew. 

I do sincerely hope tb 

I am glad to say tha tyfet bodies were found. But some 
j.j.-agments of bone and c l o t - n g ^ d i s c o v e r e d on the r i g h t 

fhave been reverently reinterred 
!tfMaire, M. Scourbanier, was present 

o the£j*latives of the other members of 

this information w i l l set your 
mind at rest i n this sad mq;er, and that you w i l l now be quite 
sure that a l l that remains 
rest together. 

ff t his gallant crew w i l l always 

irs sincerely, 

H«J• H a t f i e l d , Bsq., 
, 2, Oban Uoadj 

Nottinghamshxr 



Telephone: W o r c e s t e r 3411 

E x t n . 

and t h e f o l l o w i n g n u m b e r 

A n y c o m m u n i c a t i o n s on the 
subjec t of th i s l e t t e r shou ld 
be addressed t o : — 

T H E 
U N D E R SECRETARY 

O F STATE, 

SBfci. J u n e , 1945. 

AIR MINISTRY, 

W H I T T I N G T O N R O A D . 

WORCESTER . 

your Ref.. 

S i r , 
THE LATE SES&BAFT A HATFIELD 

I am directed to inform you that t h i s 
Department i s concerned with the 
administration of the Service Estate of the 
above-named airman* 

I n order that legal t i t l e may be 
established I am to request that you w i l l be 
good enough to complete the enclosed A i r 
Min i s t r y Form 531 and return i t to t h i s 
Department i n the accompanying prepaid 

fo»» Direct or of Accounts. 
Mr. H, Hat f i e l d , 

1, Oban V i l l a s , 
Chilwell, 

/ envelope. 

obedient Servant, 

Notts. End. 


