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LONDON, S.W.I

,  Dear ilrs.Brown, 20th.Jamary.1945.

We very much regret to have to tell you that no
information has come through attached to the name of your
husband Sergeant A.H.Brown, [0.2209356 although full enquiries
are being made on your behalf. Ve feel it is only right,however,
that you should be informed of the grievous report which has
reached us through the International Red Cross Committee at

- Geneva concerning the crew of which your husband was a member,
4 for although the information which this contains can but add
mosi deeply to your already great anxiety, we believe that you
would not wish it to be withheld. ’

A telegram from the Organisation at Geneva reports
that according to the officiasl German authorities five aimen
lost their lives on the 28th.lay.1944. The names of Warrant
Officer.2. F.G.Lebano and Flying Ufficer l.Shapiro were correctly
given, and the Air Ministry has, therefore, posted these two
airmen as 'Missing, believed Killed in Actign'. At the time when
this report was sent the names of the other three airmen whose
lives are stated to have been lost had not then been ascertained
by the enemy. Since the crew consisted of seven men you will
anderstand that until further information is forthcoming the
remaining five members, jncluding your husband, must still be
classified as 'Missing'. -

. %e realise what this report will mezn %o you, and we
wish you to know that every effort is being msde in order to
clarify this distressing situation.

cont'd'.l.o.

20t January 1945:
Letter from the Red Cross.

Clearly there was some confusion over a number of bodies discovered by the
German forces. It would appear that crew members Lebano, Shapiro and three
others have been found. Again no reference to the location is given.

1"



WAR ORGANISATION
OF THE

~ BRITISH RED CROSS SOCIETY and ORDER OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM
. President : :  Gramd Prior: ;
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN - H.R.H. Tur Duxe or GLOUCESTER,K.G. A

WOUNDED, MISSING AND RELATIVES DEPARTMENT
Chairman : THE DOWAGER LADY AMPTHILL, CI, GBE.

7 BELGRAVE SQUARE,

Telephone No. TS SV D g o o FM/MP
RAF/C.12878 | oNDON, S:W.1

SLOANE 9696

; iith F ebrﬁa 1945.
Dear Mrs. Brown, 4 e i

We have received a letter from the Air Ministry
~informing us that in our letter to you of 8th :
February concerning your husband, Sergeant A.H.
Brown, 0.2202356,, it was stated that according to
the official Yerman authorities five airmen lost
their lives on 28th May last.

e

Ve are so extremely sorry that the number was
incorrectly quoted and do ask you to accept our
sincere apologies for the additional anxiety
this has caused you. - '

The information contained in the telegram
from the International *ed Cross Committee at
Geneva quoting the German authorities states that
three airmen lost their lives - Warrant Officer 2.F.G.
Lebano and Flying Officer M. Shapiro: the name of
the third was not given. =

Until further definite information is received
no official action can be taken about the four
remaining members of the crew.

Pl

e oo S

14th February 1945:
Letter from Red Cross.
This seems to confirm that three not five bodies have been found.
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Gerrard 9234
Telephone :

AIR MINISTRY,
(Casualty Branch),
73-77, OXFORD STREET,
W.IL

Any communications on the
subject of this letter should
be addressed to :(—
THE
UNDER SECRETARY
OF STATE,
and the following number
quoted :— ; '

Yourfe . -

5% April 1945:
Letter from Air Ministry.

FG Lebano has been buried in the cemetary at Lichtervel, M Shapiro and one
unidentified other at Wevelgem.

Other research has pointed at Lichtervel as being the place where the aircraft came
down. It is beginning to look like the bodies were badly mangled/scattered.
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ﬂ& 05' ?Wh - September 1945.

I am sorry to tell you that the Section of our Department dealing with :
casualties which have occurred in the European theatre of war will be '
closed as from lst October 1945.

e s ngly sorry to have to bring to an-end that part of
our work, but now that all territory is in Allied hands the Service
Authorities are carrying out their own investigations, and the necessity
therefore for enquiries to be made through the International Red Cross
Committee at Geneva no longer exists. The Air Hinistry already has in
its possession all the information this Department has been able to
obtain, amd anything further that may come to light as a result of the
w*fﬁstuf@mm ’tmu are still being made by the Service Ministyd

r the ?,vm Ar ffs”f*e Py

{54 r} U0 -L.l&

we have Ix

PRI T RGO O B e P
dpain with my deepest sympatby

/Z:ﬁpcm/ 54 Loty

Chairman.

September 1945:
Letter from Red Cross.

Following the allied advance into Belgium and France any further investigations will
be carried out by the Air Ministry.

14



Tel. No.
SIOANE 3467 Bt . : AR MINISTRY,
2, SEVILLE STREET,

P AATIL/ /S o 14.Cas.C.6. LONDON, S.W.1.

J?. January, 1948.
Dear Hi's.Brovn,

I hesitate to refer again to the loss of your husband
Sergeant A.H. Brown, but I feel sure you will wish %o know the
outcame of investigations undertaken by the Royal air Force
Missing Research and Enquiry Service ih Belgium regarding his
fate and that of his crew.

The grave in Wevelghem Comminal Cemetery, where it was
believed that one member of your husband's crew was buried as
unknown, has recently been exhumed and it contained the rewsins
of five aimmen. Unfortunatley, however, owing to the severiiy
_ of the crash, it was not possible to icentify the: separately.
As the remaining iwo ..eubers of the crew have previously
been identified and buried separately it is evident that the
grave at Wevelghem is the last resting place of your husband
and the four other members of the orew net accounted for.

This grave, which is now nuubered 438, will therefore be
registered collectively with the War Graves Authorities, and
will be merked wiih a cross suitably inscribed with all their
pames, *

I am sorry that, owing to the formidable task of our
Search Teams on thé Continent, it has not been possible to
notify you earlier.

/I

Hrs. A,H. Brown,
340, Ainsworth Roead,

Radcliffe,
Leance.
29" January 1948:
Letier from the Air Ministry.

Weveigem grave previousiy said to have held one unigentifiea other has now been
found to contain five others making six in fotal.

All are now accounted for; six in Wevelgem and one in Lichterveit.
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